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Abstract 
 

Rate of change is a concept that is central to much across mathematics, 
and at the same time, is one of the most misunderstood concepts in 
mathematics. In the talk, I will show how early rate of change 
understandings in grades 4 through 8 might link to common 
misconceptions about functions and derivatives. Applications for how 
instructors might use this information will also be discussed. 
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